Salute to Mark P. Schlefer 
& 

Farewell to Gaggle 

In 2007 Mark, a board member of the Windham World Affairs Council, lamented the fact that 
the board spent most of its time on business, leaving no time for more substantive conversations. To 
remedy the situation, he invited members to a supper discussion meeting, but few showed up. He then 
extended the invitation to all the members of the Council and thus the Gaggle of Geese was formed. 
The name he adopted from a discussion group he belonged to in Washington, DC. This information we 
owe to Arthur Westing, an original member of the group. 

Mark assumed the responsibilities of Head Gander, guiding and nudging the Geese down the 
decades, making arrangements with restaurants, announcing meetings, finding speakers from outside, 
encouraging the members to speak, reminding people to sign up. It was a lot of work, but Mark was 
the ideal leader, for his long career as a lawyer and his distinguished record of public service gave him 
connections of great benefit to Gaggle, and his finn but gentle persistence prodded and energized the 
flock. He inspired great admiration and the warmest affection. 

Arthur kept a record of all meetings and their speakers from 2007 to 2017. ninety-seven in all 
with about eighty speakers, some speaking more than once. Topics included the possibility of the USA 
attacking Iran, network theory and net-war strategies, Machiavelli's The Prince, recovery from the Viet 
Nam conflict, Aldous Huxley's Brave New World, Bach's cantatas, Shakespeare's Measure for Measure, 
the trials of Socrates and Jesus, the history of the English language, ancient philosophy and the 
environmental crisis, U. S. foreign policy in the Middle East and China, and on and on and on, an 
intellectual feast. 

Let this stand as our salute to Mark P. Schlefer, retired Head Gander of a sad but grateful flock. 

Gaggle has carried on after ill health forced Mark to retire. His daughter, Kate Dodge, has 
assumed the email and other responsibilities. But all organizations wax and wane. Several loyal Geese 
have died and it is proving difficult to work up an appropriate number of people for our speakers. In 
short, Gaggle has lost its vital energy, and the transitional leadership team, as we call ourselves, has 
decided to bring Gaggle to a graceful ending. It's time to say goodbye with a warm thanks to all who 
have enlightened and entertained us over the years. 

Many will find this an sad message. On a hopeful note, it should be said that after some weeks 
or months of rest and reflection, someone might step forth to encourage the flock to fly again or to 
explore other formats in which our fellowship could have new life. 

Regretfully, 

Kate Dodge, 

Margo Neale 
Nancy DiMauro 
Charles Fish 



